
The Winnetka Public Schools Foundation (WPSF) raises funds to allow 
Winnetka’s public schools to go above and beyond what is possible with 
tax dollars. WPSF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, volunteer organization that 
has given nearly $5 million to our schools since 1995. The mission of the 
Foundation is to raise funds to pilot innovative, incubator-type grants tied 
to experiential teaching and learning.  These grants enable teachers to 
foster growth and creativity in the classroom, making the Foundation a 
catalyst for innovation.  

In 2019-2020, WPSF provided $53,156 in grants to our District.  This past 
year looked different for WPSF.  At the onset of the pandemic we pivoted 
quickly, working in close partnership with the District to provide valuable 
Family Engagement programs to our community. We have since launched 
our Micro Grants program to support our educators as they implement  
a new way of teaching this year. Thank you to our donors — your  
generosity helps District 36 lead in educational excellence.  
We appreciate your continued support of WPSF!
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dream bigger
     achieve more

Pursuing Educational Excellence with WPSF Grants
Supportinnovationin our schools,donate now!wpsf.orgWPSF awards four categories of grants. 

In 2019-2020 WPSF awarded the following grants: 

•	 Teacher Initiative Grants:  
	 $2,906 to support teacher-initiated grants.  Given the timing of  
	 the school closure and remote learning, many teachers were,  
	 unfortunately, unable to apply for grants, which significantly  
	 decreased the typical amount of funding for this category.  

•	 Artist in Residence:  
	 $25,000 to promote a greater understanding of the arts at all  
	 five schools.

•	 Summer Institute:  
	 $10,000 to further professional development.  This year was  
	 focused on best practices for engaging remote learning  
	 experiences for teachers and staff in the District.  

•	 Core Plus: 
	 •	$7,500 to support the District’s mission to educate teachers  
		  on the implementation of social-emotional learning (SEL) in 		
		  our schools.

	 •	$7,750 to fund virtual Family Engagement activities during 		
		  remote learning.

	 July 2019-       	 July 2018- 
	 June 2020	 June 2019

Donations Received	 $126,442	 $120,913

Fundraising and  
Administrative Expenses	 $  14,005	 $  21,235

Disbursements to District 36	  
	 Spring of school year	 $  53,516	 $105,000 
	 Fall of school year	 $  12,500-20,000	        — 
	 Total	 $  66,016-73,516	 $105,000

2019-2020   |    WPSF Financial Highlights (unaudited)

The back of this Annual Report highlights grants that we have since 
launched and approved to support and provide resources to our  
educators and families:

•	 Micro Grants:  Range of $5,000-$10,000 to provide a responsive  
	 means for teachers to request resources tied directly to classroom 	
	 learning.

•	 Core Plus:  Range of $7,500-$10,000 for additional Family  
	 Engagement, building on the spring 2020 events by continuing  
	 to provide SEL and fun outlets for District families.

Sibling groupings from left to right:   
The Vender Family, The Harris Family, and the Farrell Family



donate

Donors
July 2019-June 2020

$10,000 and Above
Sarah and Jonathan Graham
Winnetka Central PTO	

$5000 and Above
Kimberly and Patrick Ronan

$2500-$4,999
Satter Foundation
Alexandra and Jeremy Van Beek

$1000-$2,499
Anonymous
The Chesney Family
Sarah and Peter Cunningham
Liz and Paul Cushman
Paige and Joseph Dooley
Lisa and Jim Farrell
Deirdre and Bill Franklin
Coleen and Brian Gelber
Patricia and William Hagenah
Emily and John MacEntee
Courtney and John Mathy
Nancy Davis and Stuart McCrary
Moudy Schubert Family Foundation
Kathy and Bill Newlands
Laura Zung and Nathaniel Roberts
Melinda and Drew Turitz
Megan Panje-Wilson and Thad Wilson

$500-$999
Lisa and Greg Ahern
Julie and Greg Bailey
Amy and Andrew Bluhm
Anita and Chris Bohn
Sarah and Nader Boulos
Lori and Bryon Brand
The Brosche Family
Natalie and Bob Burkart
Gina and Matthew Dillig
The Duda Family Foundation
The Farashahi Family
Laura and Jason Glick
Meredith and Andrew Hwang
Amy and David Jennings
The Junker Family
Carla and Erik Kahler
Jenny and Jack Keller
The Kirkpatrick Family
Julie Brandt and Tim Lange
Kathryn and Timothy Martin
Meredith and Daniel Mazur
Courtney and KJ McConnell
Nicole and David Mooney
Mary and John Mooney
Brittany and Tom Moore
Wesley and G. Courtney Holohan Mueller	
The Mulvaney Family
Alyssa and Riley Quinn
Julie and Donald Rocap
Priya and Christopher Roop
Mary and Rachid Ryadi
Leigh and Pete Sears
Lowey and Adam Sichol
Katie and Rutledge Smith
Sharynne and Daniel Smith
Meinhard and Paul St John
Tria and Carson Thomas
Mary and Matthew Tritley
Shannon and Tim Van Tassel
Megan and Matthew Weisberg
Allison and Kurt Wiese
Victoria and Kevin Willer
Laura Hill and Ted Wynnychenko

$250-$499
Marcia and Jim Adelman
Lindsay and Ryan Anthony
The Azim Family
Jill and Ray Banfield
Matthew and Laura Barden
The Bilton Family
The Brooks Family
Kristy and Dave Burden
Sheila and David Canmann
Susan and Michael Canmann
Rachel Cannon and James Meixner
Amy and Raj Chudgar
The Chung Family
Emily and Jason Ciaglo
Maria Russu and Silviu Ciocoiu
Carolyn and Ryan Clark
Melissa and Scott Corley
Nissa and Brandon Cox
Katie Giedt and Adam Crandall
Heather and Daniel Creamean
Bethany and Van Crocker
Colleen and Sean Daugherty
Leigh and Russell Dyer
Neva and Peter Egan
Hilary and Greg Fedorinchik
Lynne and Andrew Fitzpatrick
Dan and Grith Funk
Liz and Jake Gantz
Joseph H. Goldberg
The Golden Family
Gina and Jeff Gooden
David L. Harper
Sarah Ann and Joel Harris
Cristina and Sal Hazday
Anne and James Hemmings
Jane and Kevin Hoffmeyer
Denise and John Ingram
Catie and Paul Jacobsen
Kitty Bliss and Jerry James
Joni and Brian Johnson
Laura and Frank Kastelic
Judy and John P. Keller
Lynda and Gregory Kolb
Stephanie and Scott Konicki
Katie and Jay Laabs
Ali and Todd Linehan
Dawn and John Livingston
Sarah and Peter Martay
Sara and Adam McClain
Colleen and Nikolai Miczek
Brenda and Josh Miller
Alyssa Rapp and Hal Morris
Cathy and Jim Nowacki
Sarah and Bobby Norton
Katie and Brian O’Connor
The Offenbacher Family
The Oke Family
Lejla and Amir Ovcina
Jennifer and Brad Page
Holly and John Patience
Aimee Walters and Bryan Proctor
Jena Radnay Real Estate
Mark and Shawna Radzik
Megan and Richard Ratke
Erin and Branden Ritchie
Emily and Peter Rose
Tina and John Roselli
R. Hackbarth and M. Sanderson
Audra and Kyle Schlegel
Danielle and Lewis Schoenwetter
Allison and Bill Schumacher
Lexis and Brad Serot
Missy and Phillip Shinall
Nidhi and Anu Singh
Karen and Jonathan Skinner
Kelly and Craig Smith
Holly and Mark Smyth
Kate Kligora and Scott Sognefest
The Stecko Family
Sarah and Sam Tegel

Kendra and Matt Thornton		
Kate and Philip Van Vlack, IV
Jeannine and Todd Vender
Emily and Eric Walker
Colleen and James Walker
The Weidemanis Family
The Weigandt Family
The Wetzel Charity Fund
Diana and Elijah Wilde
The Winnard Family
The Winslow Family
Carolyn and Bret Withey
Ann Wolff				  
Sarah and Kerry Wood
Elizabeth and Jason Zakia

$100-$249
Brooke and Graham Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. Allport
Sarah and Matthew Alshouse
The Anderson Family
Stacy and Marius Andreasen
Ana and Alberto Ayerza
Anne and Chris Babick
Alexis and Mark Baby
Julie Ford and Carl Backer
Matt and Christie Baker
Jennifer and Cass Baker
Elisa and David Bartels
Cassandra Bayna
Lara and Brad Beanblossom
Janey and Eric Beatty
Jill and John Beckstedt
Caroline and Lee Betsill
The Fields-Bhatia Family
Jackie and Brady Blackett
Amy and Chris Boehm
Kristina and David Bornhoeft
Ashley and Mark Bransfield
Christina and Brent Breithaupt
Anne and Scott Brown
Eileen Murphy and Michael Buckley
Blakey and Harvey Bundy
Lindy Stanley and Rex Burgdorfer
Abby and Jeff Burtelow
Laurie and Ryan Cahill
The Campitelli Family
Mr. and Mrs. Lance Caranante
Jessica and Mat Cashman
Emily and Andrew Cittadine
Maxie and Swope Clarke
Teresa and Bob Claybrook
The Cody Family
The Coldagelli Family
Katie and Kevan Comstock
Carrie and John Compall
Amy and Anthony Conversa
Ania and Joel Cramer
Teri and Colin Cross
The Cullen Family
Sara and Karl Dahlstrom
Jennifer and Jordan Decker
Kim and Grant DeNapoli
Erin and David Donaldson
Claire Kenneally and David Donnersberger
Kirby and Kevin Doonan
The Douglass Family
Kate Protextor and Bill Drehkoff
Tricia Dupilka
Ceylan and Peter Eatherton
Laura and Dean Egerter
Jenny and Matt Eggemeyer
Suzanne and Chris Eilers
Meredith and Scott Engstrom
Karen and William Essig
Atsuko and Paul Evanich	
Corinne and Andrew Evans
Karen and Anthony Fata
Mary and Christopher Freeburg
Caryn and Tad Gerlinger
The Getzendanner Family

Jasma and Rahul Ghai
Martha and Brad Gillum		
Cari and Eric Gold
Claudia and Andy Goodrich
Paula Grasso
Robyn and David Grossberg
Jacqueline and Scott Hairston
The Half Family
Natalie and Andrew Hamm
Kim and Thomas Hargis
Mary Beth and Christopher Harlin
Amy and Evan Harwood
The Hawkins Family
Stephanie and Pat Heraty
Katie and Rick Hielscher
The Hoban Family
Karen and Jeff Hojnacki
Claudine and Mark Hollack
Cynthia Rapp and Andrew Hopkins
Shale and William Horstmann III
Jingwen Tang and Michael Holt
Justine and David  Hourihane
The Hunken Agency
Melinda and Bill Hurley
Calle and Benjamin Hutchen
Katie and Jim Jaworski
Anna and Jeff Jaymont
Howard Jessen
Layla and Tom Jirgal
Leslie Fung and Michael Johnson
Richard Jones
Elizabeth and Thomas Joyce
Effie Karavites
Caroline and Jeffrey Katz
Karen and Krzysztof Halasz
Suzanne and Dan Kipp
Lisa and John Kinzelberg
Maryfran and Michael Klein
Sarah and Seong Ko
Trisha and John Kocanda
Kate and Craig Kopkash
Debbie and Brad Kruse
The Lea Family
Kuhn and Kurt Lebakken
Lauren and Scott Lewis
The Li Family
Megan and Adam Lively
Amy and Jason Lockefeer
Kristi and Joshua Lohmeier
The Lund Family
Halley and Andrew Lydecker
Janice and Ernest MacVicar
Angie and Tim Madigan
Magnetar Capital Foundation
Leslie and Daniel Maguire
Kristin and Chris Mahr
Daniel Marcus and Carrie Lowecki
Nancy and James Marcus
Lindsay and Eric Maurer
Karah and John McGeown
Leslie and David McGranahan
John McPherrin
Shannon and Bob McSorley
Lonnie and Armin Mehic
Betsy and Bill Meuer
Gia Amato-Miller and Todd Miller
Katie and Corey Minturn
Debby Shields and Victor Mokarry
Christine and Jeff Morse
Laurie and Brad Murlick
Katie and Patrick Murphy
Shan and John Nemeth
Jacquelyn and James Nygaard
Cheryl and Michael O’Brien
Melanie and Sanjay Panchal
Mr. and Mrs. Sameer and Beth Parab
Jennie and Brian Pastor
Sarah and Michael Plahn
Kelly Matthews-Pluta and Andy Pluta
Erin and Andrew Quinn
Christine and Thomas Quinn



donate

Hayley and Benjamin Raatz
Allison and Seth Reatherford
Kendal and Ryan Reis
Meshelle and Joshua Rich
Sara and Par Ridder
Laura C. Roche
Stevie and David Rush
Beth and Andrew Rusie
Hyde Russell
Amanda and Scott Sasse
Robin and Erik Scheier
The Schirmang Family
Rachel and Kurt Schulenberg
Aileen and Frank Scommegna
Kristen and Alden Senior	
Kristin and Blaine Shea
Nora and John Shea
Wendy and David Shpiz
Rachel and William Silva
Stephanie and Michael Simpson
Sarah and Brett Sims
Lianne and Harry Sinclair
Sonja and Curtis Smith
Cara and Judson Snyder
Margaret and Mark Stephan
The Stepan Family
Wei Xue and Sun Xiaorui
Anne and Len Texter
Stephanie and Arthur Tokarczyk
Kim and Jeff Urban
Patti and Brian Van Cleave
Elizabeth and Luis Vegas
Erin and Andrew Warmus
Carrie and Wes Waterston
Christina and Luke Webb
Laura and Tom Weidaw
Sandy and Greg Welch
Julia and Adam Werner
The Wheat Family
Lucie and James White
Jane and Lawson Whitesides
Erin and Eric Wilson
Stacey and Peter Wilson
Ishel Quintana and Edward Wojciechowski
Emilee and Brian Wolfe
Michelle and Andy Worth
The Zabel Family
Idyth and Jay Zimbler
Irene and Robert Zmudka

Up To $99
The Ali Family
The Alsikafi Family
Anna and Ryan Anderson
Emily and Henry Baby
Alice and Robert Balon
Jocko and Chuck Blair
Ann and Bob Braham
Nikki and Evan Brainerd
Cassie and Carl Buccellato
Elizabeth and Michael Burke
Betty Carbol
Cynthia and Carlos Cata
Claudia and Gregory Cesca
The Chaffee Family
The Donnelly Family
Nina Eilers				  
Libby and Stephen Elliott
Sonia and Mike Esler
The Fiedler Family
Courtney and Craig Finlayson
Kate and Silas Fisher
Lisa and Isaac Fogt
Molly and Mike Foster
Michele and Stephan Giczewski
Charlotte and Travis Gosselin
Sara and Matthew Gries
Chrissy and Jay Hahn
The Half Family
Cat and Brandon Hardy
The Hartvigsen Family

Natasha and Paul Harvey
Neil and Jennifer Hayes
Christy and Jon Heaton
Hanna Szekely and Szilard Hermann
Louise Holland
Maggie and Jeff Huntington
The Kalil Family
The Kaskey Family
The Kelly Family
Jennifer and Brian Kerns
Allison McMahon and Jason Klein
Shilpa and Jess Knigge
The Kunkle Family
Sarah and Gabriel Levi
Bridget and Brendan Lewis
The Macey Family
Mr. and Mrs. John Madden Sr.
Alexis and Ryan Malayter
Edward L. Marut, MD
Tracey and Peter McDowell
Kim and Mark Melancon
Holly and Rick Miller
Lori  Miralles
Renee and Jeff Mulder
Jennifer Stephan and Curt Mueller
John B. Nanninga
Kate and Matt Neal
Beth and Garett Nesbitt
Jessica and John Newell
Brenna and John Nichols
Gwen and Kurt Oelerich
The Parks Family
Heather and Jon Pfeffer
Emily and Thomas Phillips
Carrie and Greg Portland
The Remias Family
Megan and Connor Riley	
Laura and Jason Roney
The Safarik Family
The Sanderson Family
Janeen and Rex Savage
Jody and Billy Savino
Siobhan and Robin Sheth
Gina Adduci and Jonah Siegellak
Nancy and Tom Silberman
Julie and Brad Silva
Dina and Mark Spoerl
Elizabeth and Jim Stucker
Micah Toomey and Malcolm Sturgis
Shara Godiwalla and Cyrus Subawalla
Rebecca and James Sulecki
Victoria and Eduardo Tobon
Drazenka Potkonjak
The Tucker Family
Melisa and Chase Twomey
Ashley and David Varca
Chrissie and Joe Walker
Kari and Matt Wendt
Joy and John Wiitala
The Williams Family
Donna and Scott Williamson
Margaret and Brett Williamson
Liz and Max Winemiller
Betsy and Tim Womack
The Wylie Family
Lynn and Keith Zaransky	
Anne and Brian Zboril
Amanda and Sean Zick

In Honor Of
Alex Roy (Greeley)
Amy Gabbert (Washburne)
Annee Englemann-Phillips  
	 (Hubbard Woods)
Bradley Rice (Washburne)
Carlton W. Washburne
Dan Miller (Greeley)
Elisa Gutierrez (Hubbard Woods)		
Emily Berna (Washburne)
Eva Petersen (Crow Island)
Idy Zimbler
Jennifer Bertacchi (Washburne)
Jesse Zich (Greeley)
Joe Wise (Washburne)
John Pappas (Washburne)
Juli Ross (Greeley)
Kathy Hardy	
Katie Nelson (Washburne)
Kim Ronan
Kim Wendel (Washburne)
Krista Wray (Hubbard Woods)
Linda Stone (Skokie)
Lynn White (Hubbard Woods)
Marie Dickey (Crow Island)
Meg Zuehl (Washburne)		
Melissa Wimer (Crow Island)		
Michael Martinsen (Skokie)
Mike Dugo (Crow Island) 
NTE Class of 1969 50TH Reunion
Peggy Hoyt (Skokie)
Stacey Wellman (Greeley)
Susie Birdsell
Winnetka Public School Nursery

Donations of Goods and Services
The Community House

Business and Matching Donors
Goldman Sachs Matching Gift Program
Magnetar Capital Foundation
SC Johnson
Spencer Foundation/Matching Gift Program
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
William Blair and Company Matching  
	 Gifts Fund
Your Cause LLC, PepsiCo Foundation
Your Cause, BBVA Compass Charity

Graphic Design
Anne Bahan Design

“At a time when  
innovation is needed  
more than ever, the  
Winnetka Public Schools  
Foundation answers the call.  In 2020, the strategic 
funding of social emotional learning, STEAM, and 
literacy grants strengthened our impact in the  
classroom for all students.  We are so grateful for  
the tremendous ways in which the Foundation  
partners with the District on key goals and initiatives.”

Trisha Kocanda, Superintendent 
Winnetka School District 36

ThankYouDonors!



Molly Pope, Ed. S.

Educator, Dr. Matt Dewar

Spring Family Engagement Events�
We all remember last spring - life was quite stressful!  Research shows �that taking a 
break to learn something new or having family fun �together can be an effective stress 
reliever.  WPSF and D36 partnered �to help the social-emotional health of our school 
community by �providing a series of ten virtual events.  Some events were pure fun, 
�like Family Trivia Night and Comedy Sportz.  Others were intended to �educate  
families about dealing with life during a pandemic.  For �example, former Hubbard 
Woods School psychologist Molly Pope �presented “Lost Experiences:  Coping with 
the Loss of Covid-19” and �educator Dr. Matt Dewar presented “Transform Stress  
into Strength �During These Challenging Times.”  In addition, we held two virtual � 
assemblies, one of which was an entertaining presentation from �Mandy Harvey, 
America’s Got Talent 2017 “Golden Buzzer” winner.  �Mandy is a singer and songwriter 
who lost her residual hearing at �the age of 19 and tells an inspirational story to  
encourage all of us �to never give up.  It was a perfect way for students and staff to 
wrap �up a unique school year feeling empowered! 

Micro Grants
WPSF serves as a catalyst for innovation in the classroom — and this unique year,  
TEACHERS are the innovators in the classroom!  WPSF realizes that teachers’ needs  
are different this year. As a result, WPSF created a new grant type, and is now offering 
teachers the opportunity to apply for smaller Micro Grants to help cover the cost of 
any classroom and teaching needs that may arise in this new learning environment.  
Requests can be anything that directly impacts the learning experience, from  
classroom supplies and high-interest books to virtual reality experiences.  This is  
in addition to our traditional, larger Teacher Initiative Grants that we continue to  
offer every year.

“As we made the unimaginable pivot to remote �learning last spring, the  
Foundation was pleased to �be able to partner with the District to support a  
wide �variety of Family Engagement events.  Our goal was �to fund innovative  
and inspirational events and to �create a feeling of connectedness in our  
learning �community at a time when we were unable to be �together in person.”    
— Laura Glick and Kim Ronan, WPSF Co-Chairs 2019-20 

Pivoting in a Pandemic 
WPSF Responds to the Changing Needs of D36

Winnetka Public Schools Foundation
P.O. Box 97, Winnetka, IL 60093

2020-2021 Winnetka Public Schools Foundation Board of Directors
 
Co-Chairs
Emily MacEntee and Katie Smith

Jill Banfield
Sarah Cunningham
Kirby Doonan
Lisa Farrell
Deidre Franklin
Michele Giczewski

Laura Glick
Sarah Ann Harris
Anna Jaymont
Kymm Junker
Kate Kligora
Sara McClain

Brenda Miller
Nicole Mooney
Kim Ronan
Leigh Sears
Missy Shinall
Alex Van Beek

Jeannine Vender
Emily Walker
Allison Wiese

Ex-Officio
Administrators
Trisha Kocanda
Brad Goldstein
Maureen Chertow Miller
Barry Rodgers

School Board
Megan Panje-Wilson

During this historic pandemic, WPSF realized the need to enhance our approach to best 
serve teachers, students, and families.  �We started implementing these initiatives last 
spring by partnering with D36 to host several popular Family Engagement events.  
�We continued this fall by offering a new type of grant to support a new learning  
model, and we are supporting additional District Family �Engagement events  
throughout this school year.  Like almost every other organization, WPSF needed  
to creatively respond to shifting �needs of our D36 community while maintaining  
our mission of being a catalyst for innovation.

“As always, WPSF is dedicated to being a catalyst for innovation in the classroom. 
This year, with completely reimagined classrooms, we want to support our  
teachers as the true innovators! These Micro Grants help to fund the evolving 
needs of our teachers as they build our students into resilient learners.”     
— Emily MacEntee and Katie Smith, WPSF Co-Chairs 2020-21

Entertainer Mandy Harvey, D36 Administrator Maureen Chertow 
Miller, and Hubbard Woods Music Teacher Gary Wendt


