
The Winnetka Public Schools Foundation (WPSF) raises funds to 
allow Winnetka’s public schools to go above and beyond what is 
possible with tax dollars. WPSF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, volunteer 
organization that has provided nearly $5 million to our schools 
since 1995. Our Board members are a talented group of parents 
from across the District who are passionate about our schools.  
The Foundation’s mission is raising funds to pilot innovative  
grants tied to experiential teaching and learning, and to support 
professional development for District 36 educators. These grants 
enable teachers to foster growth and creativity in the classroom, 
making the Foundation a catalyst for innovation. 

In 2020-2021, WPSF provided $111,377 in grants to benefit students 
in all five schools across the District. Thank you to our donors—
your generosity has helped District 36 lead in educational  
excellence. We appreciate your continued support of WPSF!
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WPSF awards several categories of grants. 
In 2020-2021 WPSF awarded the following grants: 

• Teacher Initiative Grants:  
 $29,677 to fund grants requested by teachers specifically for  
 innovation to achieve learning objectives in their classrooms,  
 and in some cases, lead to larger scale adoption.  

• Micro Grants:  
 $21,200 across two school years, offering teachers funding of up  
 to $250 to cover the cost of classroom and teaching needs that   
 arise in what continues to be a different learning environment  
 due to COVID-19.

• Artist in Residence:  
 $25,000 to promote a greater understanding of the arts at all  
 five schools.

• Core Plus: 
 $20,500 to fund system-wide support for students in the important  
 area of Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) in our schools.

• Family Engagement:  
 $5,000 to fund virtual educational activities for families during  
 the hybrid learning approach last year, as well as continued  
 opportunities for our school and family community to connect   
 during this year.

 July 2020-        July 2019- 
 June 2021 June 2020

Donations Received $  89,128 $126,442

Fundraising and  
Administrative Expenses $  13,859 $  14,005

Disbursements to District 36 $111,377 $ 53,516

2020-2021   |    WPSF Financial Highlights (unaudited)

• Summer Institute:  
 $10,000 to further professional development for D36 educators.  
 The June 2022 Summer Institute will focus on Inquiry-Based Learning,  
 which is a learning process that engages students through real- 
 world connections, problem solving, and experiential learning. 

Take a look at the back of this Annual Report to learn more about  
WPSF’s contribution to a significant District investment, intended to  
fully integrate effective Social and Emotional Learning practices into  
all District schools and build system-wide support for students  
beginning in the 2021-2022 school year.



Donors
July 2020-June 2021

$5,000 and Above
Sarah and Jonathan Graham
Patrick and Kim Ronan

$1,000-$2,499
Erica and Rob Cheney
Liz and Paul Cushman
Paige and Joe Dooley
Karen and James Frank
Coleen and Brian Gelber
Patricia and William Hagenah
Amy and Dave Jennings
Emily and John MacEntee
Partnership Financial Credit Union
Yeming and Aaron Rankin
Nat Roberts and Laura Zung
Maria and Jason Shideler
Lowey and Adam Sichol
Katie and Rutledge Smith
Kate Kligora and Scott Sognefest
Tria and Carson Thomas
Mindy and Drew Turitz 
Dan and Linnette Wolfberg

$500-$999
The Ahern Family
Kelly and Ali Azim
Chris and Anita Bohn
Sarah and Nader Boulos
Natalie and Bob Burkart
Kathy and Thomas Coleman
The Douglass Family
Mr. and Mrs. Nicolas Fantl
Lisa and Jim Farrell
Andrew and Lynne Fitzpatrick 
Amelia and Michael Furr
Emily Darby and VK Gadi
Laura and Jason Glick
Emily and Andrew Heinlein
Meredith and Andrew Hwang 
The Junker Family
Sara and Kip Kirkpatrick
John and Courtney Mathy
Courtney and KJ McConnell
Nancy Davis and Stuart McCrary
The Mehic Family
Nicole and David Mooney

Mary and John Mooney
Courtney and David Nelson
Cathy and Jim Nowacki
Amir and Lejla Ovcina
Alyssa and Riley Quinn
The Raatz Family
Julie and Donald Rocap
Pete and Leigh Sears
The Segal Family
The Shull Family
Mary and Matthew Tritley
Shannon and Tim Van Tassel
Laura Hill and Ted Wynnychenko
Carie and Jeffrey Zappone

$250-$499
Heather and William Tyler Adkerson
The Anthony Family
Julia Ford and Carl Backer
Julie and Greg Bailey
Raymond and Jill Banfield
Cindy and Mauricio Benes
Jackie and Brady Blackett
Amy and Andrew Bluhm
Lindy Stanley and Rex Burgdorfer 
Abby and Jeff Burtelow
Sheila and David Canmann
Susan and Michael Canmann
Julie & William Cassin
The Clark Family
Sarah Hannus and Matthew Coldagelli
Nissa and Brandon Cox
Adam Crandall and Katie Giedt
Anthony and Heather Crisman
The Cullen Family
The Donnelly Family
Claire Kenneally and David Donnersberger
Anne and David Easthope
Neva and Peter Egan
Rinne and Andrew Evans
The Farashahi Family
Hillary and Greg Fedorinchik
Christopher and Mary Freeburg

Gina and Jeff Gooden
Mary Beth and Chris Harlin
Mr. and Mrs. Joel and Sarah Ann Harris
Anne and James Hemmings
David and Justine Hourihane
The Hutchen Family
Catie and Paul Jacobsen
Catherine and Stefan James
The Karp Family
The Kastelic Family
Jack and Jenny Keller
Judy and John Keller
Ann and Andrew Kenzie
Katherine and Jay Laabs
Dawn and John Livingston
Linda and David Maclachlan
Elizabeth and Edward Maier
Sarah and Peter Martay
The Martin Family
Sara and Adam McClain
Rachel Cannon and Jim Meixner
Colleen and Nikolai Miczek
Brad and Jennifer Page
The Pastor Family
The Quintana Family
Mark and Shawna Radzik
Seth and Allison Reatherford
The Roberts Family
Emily and Peter Rose
Audra and Kyle Schlegel
Danielle and Lewis Schoenwetter
Allison and William Schumacher
The Seeman Family
Missy and Phillip Shinall
Kelly and Craig Smith
The Stepan Family 
Sam and Sarah Tegel
The Texter Family
The Thomas Family
Patti and Brian Van Cleave
Jeannine and Todd Vender
Andy and Erin Warmus
Stephanie and Jon-Micheal Wheat
The Wetzel Charity Fund
Jane and Lawson Whitesides
Allison and Kurt Wiese
Diana and Elijah Wilde
Sarah and Kerry Wood

$100-$249
Anonymous
The Ali Family 
Brooke and Graham Allen
Rachel and Peter Allport 
Sarah and Matt Alshouse 
Jamie and Katharine Altholz
Fabio and Dayanne Armaganijan
Anne and Chris Babick
Matt and Christie Baker
Jennifer and Cass Baker 
The Ballantini Family
Joseph Bass
Cassandra Bayna 
The Bhatia Family
Jocko and Chuck Blair
The Bonamarte Family
Christina and Brent Breithaupt
Anne and Scott Brown
The Buckley Family
Blakely and Harvey Bundy
The Campitelli Family

Leo and Mary Castro
Maxie and Swope Clarke
Mark and Justine Cody
NaYong Jully Park and Sean Coffey
The Comstock Family
Joel and Ania Cramer
Bethany and Van Crocker
Teri and Colin Cross
Karl and Sara Dahlstrom
Colleen and Sean Daugherty
Heather and Hunter Davis
Julia and Ted Denapoli
Ceylan and Peter Eatherton
Dean and Laura Egerter
Suzy and Chris Eilers
Sonia and Mike Esler
Cheryl and Geoffrey Evert
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Flanigan
Grith and Dan Funk
The Getzendanner Family
Michele and Steve Giczewski
Cari and Eric Gold
Claudia and Andrew Goodrich
Dave and Mari Gottlieb
Robyn and David Grossberg
The Hagenah Family
Jacqueline and Scott Hairston
Karen and Krzysztof Halasz
Holly and Bryan Hales
Amy and Evan Harwood
Kristen Hayes 
The Heraty Family
Clifford Hew and Karen Salvatore
The Hollender Family
Louise Berner-Holmberg and  
 Michael Holmberg 
Peggy Jo Hoskin
The Hunken Family 
Melinda and Bill Hurley
Denise and John Ingram
Anna and Jeff Jaymont
Howard Jessen
Layla and Thomas Jirgal
Richard Jones
Tom and Libby Joyce 
Jeffrey and Caroline Katz
Lizzie and Ryan Kelley 
Lisa and John Kinzelberg
Trisha and John Kocanda
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Kramer
The Kruk Family
Amber and Ryan LaFevers
Tim and Lisa Lahey
Lauren and Russell LeBoyer
Lauren and Scott Lewis
Kathleen and Donald Lloyd-Jones
Amy and Jason Lockefeer
Kristi and Joshua Lohmeier
Angie and Tim Madigan
Leslie and Daniel Maguire
Ryan and Alexis Malayter
Nancy and James Marcus
Edward L. Marut, MD
Lindsay and Eric Maurer
The Mazur Family
Julie and Mike McCauley
Leslie and David McGranahan
Betsy and Bill Meuer
Meghan and Andrew Miller
Todd and Gia Miller
Katie and Corey Minturn

“In a year like no other,  

the Winnetka Public Schools  

Foundation ensured our schools  

offered the best possible student  

experience.  Through an innovative  

“micro-grant” program, teachers swiftly implemented new and 

engaging activities and materials.  The Foundation continues to 

advance the District’s vision and commitment to the Portrait of a 

Graduate. On behalf of the thousands of students and staff who 

have benefitted from their generosity, we thank the Foundation 

for their long-standing partnership.”

Trisha Kocanda, Superintendent 

Winnetka School District 36

Thank You, Donors!
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Katharine Altholz
Carolyn  Clark
Sarah Cunningham
Lejla Delic-Ovcina
Lizzie Donnelly
Rinne Evans
Lisa Farrell
Mary Freeburg
Mary Beth Harlin
Sarah Ann Harris
Anne Hemmings
Anna Jaymont
Julie McCauley
Sara McClain
Colleen Miczek
Jennie Pastor
Leigh Sears
Lindsay Shull

Katie Smith
Heather Stepan
Alex Van Beek
Emily Walker
Erin Warmus
Stephanie Wheat
Stephanie Whitney
Claire Winnard
Jill Yavitt Banfield

Ex-Officio
Administrators
Trisha Kocanda 
Brad Goldstein
Barry Rodgers

School Board
Alyssa Rapp
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Co-Chairs
Kate Kligora and Jeannine Vender

Thank You, Donors!
Jennifer and Tom Eilers 
Ren and Tony Fata
Molly and Mike Foster 
The Garrett Family
The Gronlie Family
Hanna Szekely and Szilard Hermann
Jeff and Maggie Huntington
Susan and Harris Jackson
The Kelly Family
The Kunkle Family 
The Levi Family
Sandy and Jack Levin
Dee and Peter Macey
The Magnani Family
The McQueen Family
The Miller Family
Jennifer Stephan and Curt Mueller
John and Jessica Newell
Lori and Mike Nielsen
Beth and Garett Nesbitt
The Noreuil Family
Gwen and Kurt Oelerich
The Remias Family
Par and Sara Ridder
The Silva Family
Chase and Melisa Twomey
David and Ashlea Varca
The Winemiller Family
Tim and Betsy Womack
The Wylie Family
The Wendt Family 
Lynn and Keith Zaransky

In Honor Of
Jim Adelman
Steve Agoridis (Skokie)
Donald Barraca (Washburne)
Jennifer Bertacchi (Skokie)
Joan Elliott (Crow Island)
Louisa Erickson (Skokie)
Marla Goldberg (Skokie)
Allison Greer (Hubbard Woods)
Tammy Kerouac (Crow Island)
Anna Ladik (Washburne)
Laura Lieberman (Greeley)
Tim Selgrat (Washburne)
Tip Walker (Skokie)
Melissa Wimer (Crow Island)
Jesse Zich (Greeley)
Meg Zuehl (Washburne)

In Memory Of
Marsha Randall
Margaret Washburne Plagge

Matching Donors
Goldman Sachs Matching Gift Program
Your Cause, BBVA Compass Charity

Graphic Design
Anne Bahan Design

Jeff and Christine Morse 
Marianne and Philip Nielsen
The Offenbacher Family
The Panchal Family
Nancy Jaffee and Bill Patterson
Aimee Walters and Bryan Proctor
Erin and Andrew Quinn
Megan and Rich Ratke
Meshelle and Joshua Rich
The Roche Family
Gabrielle and Jonathan Root
Bethany and Andrew Rusie
Rory Hackbarth and Matthew Sanderson 
Scott and Amanda Sasse
The Savage Family
Michael and Erinn Sharov
William and Rachel Silva
Stephanie and Michael Simpson 
Sarah and Brett Sims
Sonja and Curtis Smith
Ann and John Snyder
Allison and Todd Stecko 
Rebecca and James Sulecki
Stephen and Marie Sullivan
The Sun Family
Ashley and Sean Sutphen 
Stephanie and Arthur Tokarczyk
The Towne Family
Erin and Matthew Vollmer
Chrissie and Joe Walker
The Waterson Family
The Weidaw Family
Sandy and Greg Welch
Adam and Julia Werner
Lucie and James White
Stephanie and Joe Whitney
Victoria and Kevin Willer
Erin and Eric Wilson
Peter and Stacey Wilson 
Ishel Quintana and Edward  
 Wojciechowski
Idyth and Jay Zimbler
Rob and Irene Zmudka

Up To $99
The Alsikafi Family
Ryan and Anna Anderson
The Anderson Family
Alexis and Mark Baby
Tripp and Emily Baby
The Beanblossom Family
Carisa and David Botset
Cassandra and Carl Buccellato
Betty Carbol
The Cashman Family
Colean and Walter Cody
The Collins Family 
The Colombo Family 
The DeSapri Family
Natalie and Josh Earnest
The Eck Family
Nina Eilers

Your donations are  
always appreciated!

wpsf.org/donate



Enabling Social and Emotional Learning During the Most Critical of Times

Collectively, we as a community have experienced an unprecedented  
period of disruption in our daily lives resulting from the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. While each individual student’s, educator’s,  
and parent’s response to this disruption is varied and deeply personal, 
the truth remains that this experience makes Social and Emotional 
Learning (SEL) even more timely and important. Indeed, it has be-
come critical for us as educators and parents to facilitate continuing 
effective SEL for our students and children. Recognizing this need 
and a unique learning opportunity for our school community, WPSF 
contributed funding to an initiative across District 36 to fully  
integrate SEL into all District schools and build system-wide  
support for students beginning this school year.

The primary goal of SEL for the 2021-22 school year is providing 
educators and parents requisite tools to model effective social- 
emotional competencies for our children and implement them in  
the classroom and at home. To that end, District 36 is engaging  
educators in professional development through SEL workshops  
and is offering similar learning opportunities to District parents in  
the form of virtual workshops throughout the year. 

The inaugural workshop, “Search Inside Yourself (SIY),” is a neuro- 
science-based emotional intelligence program developed at Google.  
This training was offered to staff and parents this fall and focused on 
Mindfulness-Based Practices for developing emotional intelligence. 
District 36 is honored to be the first school district in the country 
committing all staff to the SIY training, with the goal of increasing  
the skills of mindfulness, empathy, compassion, and overall  
emotional intelligence to create the conditions for individual  
and collective thriving in our schools. 

The core curriculum for the program emphasized the following  
topics: self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation, empathy, and  
leadership skills. Participants learned many valuable skills, including 
how to decrease their discomfort with disruptive change, reframe 
and respond to challenges and skillfully manage impulses and 
reactions. They also learned how to recover from setbacks, listen 
empathetically and lead with compassion. 

Teachers have been able to immediately implement SIY practices  
in the classroom. For example, a teacher at Skokie noticed that 
following lunch recess, students had a hard time settling into the 
day’s lesson. She was able to successfully embed the “Minute to 
Arrive” Mindfulness-Based Strategy to start the class period. Students 
now arrive and are asked to quietly focus on their breathing for one 
minute while the teacher calmly guides them with language such 
as, “it is now time to calm my body and think about being present 
for learning…”  This short practice has allowed students to be more 
available to learn and has taught them a skill they can replicate in 
other situations.

When you hear your child using terminology such as “Minute to  
Arrive” and exploring other mindfulness-based concepts, please 
know that it represents far more than a few new catch-phrases or 
buzz words used in passing. In reality, this represents the fruits of  
SEL in practice and the availability of leading-edge tools that will  
be used in the classroom and beyond, as we navigate the  
post-pandemic world together.

*Source: Durlak, J.A., Weissberg, R.P., A.B. Taylor, R.D., & Schellinger, K. (2011) The impact 
of enhancing students’ social and emotional learning: A meta-analysis of school-based 
universal interventions. Child Development: 82 (1), 405-432

• What Does SEL Look Like in a
 Classroom, School, Community?

•  What is SEL? 
SEL is the important process through which children 

and adults understand and manage emotions, set and  

achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for  

others, establish and maintain positive relationships,  

and make responsible decisions. 

Made possible through your donations, 
WPSF is thrilled to have contributed to 
this important and valuable collective 
learning opportunity!

•  A large body of research demonstrates SEL skills  
lead to higher academic achievement. For example, 

a meta-analysis of 213 studies that included 270,000 

students demonstrated results such as 11 percentile- 

point gain on standardized tests, improved attitudes 

about school, and fewer conduct challenges.*


