
The Winnetka Public Schools Foundation (WPSF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
volunteer organization that works to enhance and enrich the educational 
mission of Winnetka District 36 beyond the means of conventional  
public tax funding and PTO contributions.  

We fundraise with District families and the community, and then direct those funds to  
provide grants to D36 educators. These grants enable educators to achieve curricular  
objectives in innovative ways, support experiential and progressive teaching practices,  
and provide leading edge professional development for teachers.

Since our inception in 1995, the Foundation has provided nearly $5 million in funding  
grants to the school District. Over the past 27 years, these grants have enabled teachers  
to foster growth and creativity in the classroom and have a significant impact across  
all five schools. 

In 2021-2022, WPSF provided $111,000 in grants to Crow Island, Greeley,  
Hubbard Woods, Skokie and Washburne. The Foundation has been widely  
supported by generous donations from parents of students and the  
community at large to help make our District a leader in educational  
excellence. Thank you to our Donors!

dream bigger     
achieve more

Pursuing Educational Excellence with WPSF

Creativity & Innovation Grants

• Teacher Initiative Grants:  
 $20,000 to fund grants applied for by teachers, with a goal of  
 innovating curriculum and learning in the classrooms. The most  
 successful grants may lead to large scale adoption across schools.  

• Teacher Micro Grants:  
 $10,000 for teachers to apply for grants of up to $500 for classroom  
 or teaching needs that will directly impact the learning experience.  
 During the 2021-22 school year, WPSF funded more than 40  
 Micro Grants.

• Artist in Residence:  
 $25,000 across the five schools ($5,000 at each school) to integrate  
 the arts through programs such as author visits and working with  
 various music, art, dance and theater groups.

Summer Institute Grant

• $10,000 for teacher and staff professional development. For Summer  
 2022, two distinct Institutes were offered focusing on the Science of  
 Reading for teachers in Grades K-4, and Project Based Learning for  
 teachers in Grades 5-8. 

Core Plus Grant 

• $40,000 to support one big idea on the leading edge of teaching  
 and learning to benefit the core curriculum.  This year’s Core  
 Plus Grant will provide additional training and deeper learning   
 aligned with the Summer Institute programming on Project  
 Based Learning with The Buck Institute, and the Science of  
 Reading with The Reading League.
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Through a WPSF grant, 
Greeley kindergarteners 
experienced a hands-on 
chick life cycle study.

2021-22 Grant Summary

Supportinnovationin our schools,donate now!wpsf.org

WPSF is funding a grant 
for teachers’ professional 
development on the  
“Science of Reading”.



“ We are thrilled  
to be kicking off this 
school year with  
energy and passion 
for the work ahead  
as we continue to  
engage in work that 
brings our Strategic Plan 
to life and further exemplifies 
the quality of education we seek to provide our 
students.  The Foundation continues to be a vital 
partnership that supports this work, allowing us 
to consider resources that we may not otherwise 
have immediate access to, while also continuing to 
promote the creative and innovative instructional 
design that our district has historically celebrated.   
 
We are immensely grateful to the Foundation  
for its commitment to our schools, students and 
staff, and excited about the possibilities in the  
year ahead.”

 — Dr. Kelly Tess, Superintendent
  Winnetka School District 36

What does the latest research tell us 
about the best methods for students  
to learn to read? 

Through an abundance of brain research, 
scientists have found that language  
comprehension times word recognition 
equals true reading comprehension. As  
illustrated by Scarborough’s Reading Rope, 
many strands are woven together by teachers 
and students to create skilled readers. 

WPSF is committed to supporting the science 
of reading within the district, with the goal 
of bridging the gap between research and 
practice. Partially funded by WPSF, the  
2022 Summer Institute focused on reading  
education for Winnetka’s K-4 teachers, staff 
and administrators. Attendees learned about 
the three major anchors that can guide them 
in making evidence-aligned decisions about 
assessment, data analysis, instructional  
materials and lesson planning. Educators  
for grades 5-8 will learn about the science  
of reading at the 2023 Summer Institute, 
along with professional development  
opportunities over the course of the year, 
also funded by a WPSF grant.

Summer Institute and Core Plus Grant: The Science of Reading

“The Summer Institute gave us the opportunity to revisit and also deepen our understanding 
of how a child learns to decode and establish reading acquisition over time. Understanding 
these nuanced aspects of our language equips us with the knowledge and tools needed to 
identify the specific word reading needs of our young readers.”                
— Kathy Lee, 2nd Grade Teacher, Hubbard Woods Elementary School

Crow Island Third Graders

 July 2021-        July 2020- 
 June 2022 June 2021

Donations Received $119,795 $ 89,128

Fundraising and  
Administrative Expenses $  15,698 $  13,859

Disbursements to District 36 $111,000 $111,377

2021-2022   |    WPSF Financial Highlights (unaudited)

Language Comprehension

Background Knowledge 
(facts, concepts, etc.)

Vocabulary 
(breadth, precision, links, etc.)

Language Structure 
(syntax, semantics, etc.)

Verbal Reasoning 
(inference, metaphor, etc.)

Literacy Knowledge 
(print concepts, genres, etc.)

Word Recognition

Phonological Awareness 
(syllables, phonemes, etc.)

Decoding 
(alphabetic principle, spelling- 

sound correspondences)

Sight Recognition 
(of familiar words)

SKILLED 
READING

Fluent execution and 
coordination of word 
recognition and text 

comprehension



Donors July 2021 - June 2022

$5,000 and above
Fay Hartog-Levin 
Stephen C. Pollock, MD
Alyssa Rapp 
Kim and Patrick Ronan

$2,500 - $4,999
Sarah and Jonathan Graham
Megan and Adam Lively
Lowey and Adam Sichol

$1,000 - $2,499
Lindsay and Ryan Anthony
Laura and Matthew Barden
Deirdre and Alex Campbell
The Castro Family
Liz and Paul Cushman
Paige and Joseph Dooley
Karen and James Frank
Emily Darby and VK Gadi
Coleen and Brian Gelber
Lauren and Mike Gordon
Amy and Dave Jennings
Kathy and Bill Newlands
Lejla and Amir Ovcina
Yeming and Aaron Rankin
Laura Zung and Nat Roberts
Emily and Peter Rose
Alex and Clay Schultz
Kate Kligora and Scott Sognefest
Alexandra and Jeremy Van Beek

$500 - $999
Lisa and Greg Ahern
Kelly and Ali Azim
Amy and Andy Bluhm
Sarah and Nader Boulos
Jessica and Kevin Brosche
Abby and Jeff Burtelow
Chloe and Michael Ciaglia
Carolyn and Ryan Clark
Kathy and Thomas Coleman
Nissa and Brandon Cox
Katie Giedt and Adam Crandall
Sarah and Peter Cunningham
Lizzie and Mark Donnelly
Lisa and Jim Farrell
Mary and Christopher Freeburg
Lauren and Jake Hamlin
The Hazday Family
Mary and Peter Himes
Meredith and Andrew Hwang 
Carla and Erik Kahler
Jennifer and John Karp
Sara and Kip Kirkpatrick
Liz Kohler
Courtney and KJ McConnell
Nancy Davis and Stuart McCrary
Mary and John Mooney
Brittany and Tom Moore
Cathy and Jim Nowacki
Alyssa and Riley Quinn
Hayley and Benjamin Raatz
Julie and Donald Rocap
Jennifer and Peter Rosenstein
The Schnaper Family
Leigh and Pete Sears
The Segal Family
Maria and Jason Shideler
Lindsay and Jeremy Shull
Katie and Rutledge Smith
Holly and Mark Smyth
Tria and Carson Thomas
Mary and Matthew Tritley
Mindy and Drew Turitz
Shannon and Tim Van Tassel
Jeannine and Todd Vender 
Stephanie and Jon-Micheal Wheat
Linnette and Dan Wolfberg
Sarah and Kerry Wood

$250 - $499
Katharine and Jamie Altholz
Julie and Greg Bailey
Jill and Raymond Banfield
Jocko and Chuck Blair
Anita and Chris Bohn

Thuong and Jeff Broaden
The Brooks Family
Kristy and Dave Burden
Melinda and Rex Burgdorfer 
The Campitelli Family
Susan and Michael Canmann
Amy and Rajiv Chudgar
Melissa and Scott Corley
The Cullen Family
Robert Daniels
The Dellin Family
Julia and Ted DeNapoli
The Douglass Family
Leigh and Russell Dyer
Sonia and Mike Esler
Rinne and Andrew Evans
Libby and Nic Fantl
The Farashahi Family
Lee and Luke Figora
Courtney and Craig Finlayson
Jodi and Jeremy Fiser
Grith and Dan Funk
Amelia and Michael Furr
Caryn and Tad Gerlinger 
Gina and Jeff Gooden
Jacqueline and Scott Hairston
Sarah Ann and Joel Harris
Christine and Jeff Heh
Anne and James Hemmings
The Hollander Family
Justine and David Hourihane
The Jacobsen Family
The Jenkins Family
Christina Lim Chung and Bob Jung
The Junker Family
Laura and Frank Kastelic 
Lizzie and Ryan Kelley
The Kenzie Family
Katie and Jeff King
Jess and Darren Kirby
Katherine and Craig Kopkash
Katherine and Jay Laabs
Emily and John LeVert
Yanhong and Nelson Lin
The Linehan Family
Julie and Jason Magnani
Kristin and Chris Mahr
Elizabeth and Edward Maier
Lindsay and Adam Maloney
Nancy and James Marcus
Sarah and Peter Martay
Kathryn and Tim Martin
Courtney and John Mathy
Meredith and Daniel Mazur
Julie and Mike McCauley
Colleen and Nikolai Miczek
Nicole and David Mooney
Courtney and David Nelson
Katie and Brian O’Connor
The Offenbacher Family
Jennifer and Brad Page
Jennie and Brian Pastor 
The Punda Family
Christine and Thomas Quinn
Shawna and Mark Radzik
Allison and Seth Reatherford
Meshelle and Joshua Rich
Hyde Russell
Mary and Rachid Ryadi
Renee and Kevin Ryan
Audra and Kyle Schlegel
Kelly and Jason Simmers
Donna and Barry Sylvester
Chrissy Marie Taylor
Sarah and Sam Tegel 
Anne and Len Texter
Patti and Brian Van Cleave
Emily and Eric Walker
Erin and Andy Warmus
Jane and Lawson Whitesides
Stephanie and Joseph Whitney
Diana and Elijah Wilde
Erin and Eric Wilson
Megan Panje-Wilson and Thad Wilson
Claire and Doug Winnard
Tracy and Ward Winslow
Emilee and Brian Wolfe 
Carie and Jeffrey Zappone

$100 - $249
Anonymous
Anonymous 
Anonymous
Marcia and Jim Adelman
The Allport Family
Sarah and Matt Alshouse
Sally and Stanton Anderson
Dayanne and Fabio Armaganijan
Anne and Chris Babick
Alexis and Mark Bâby
Christie and Matt Baker
Jennifer and Cass Baker
The Balach Family
Katherine and Terry Banich
Michael Barth
Elizabeth and James Bauman
Cassandra Bayna
The Beanblossom Family
The Beatty Family
Jill and John Beckstedt
Jackie and Brady Blackett
The Bogosian Family
Lisa and Brian Boots
Ashley and Mark Bransfield
Christina and Brent Breithaupt
Annie and Scott Brown
Cassie and Carl Buccellato
Ryan and Gregory Buhl
Blakely and Harvey Bundy
Stacy and Charles Burgoon
Laurie and Ryan Cahill
Julie and William Cassin
Emily and Andrew Cittadine
Maxie and E. Swope Clarke
Sarah Hannus and Matthew Coldagelli
Bethany and Van Crocker
Terri and Colin Cross
Heather and Hunter Davis
Jen and Jordan Decker
Erin and David Donaldson
Anne and David Easthope
Caitlin and Peter Eck
Neva and Peter Egan
Suzy and Chris Eilers
Meredith and Scott Engstrom
Cheryl and Geoffrey Evert
The Fedorinchik Family
Kim and William Fiedler
The Bhatia/Fields Family
Jill and Eddie Garrett
Jaime and Dave Garrigus
Georgia and Tom Garvey
Georgie and Tom Geraghty
The Gerchen Family
The Getzendanner Family
Laura and Jason Glick
Vicki Woodward and John Glier
Cari and Eric Gold
Ingrid Anderson and Harry Grace
Liza and Eric Gravengaard
Robyn and David Grossberg
Patti Guerra
Karen and Krzysztof Halasz
Mary Beth and Chris Harlin
The Hartvigsen Family
Amy and Evan Harwood
The Heaton Family
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Heinlein
Stephanie and Pat Heraty
The Hole Family 
Cynthia Rapp and Andrew Hopkins
Shale and William Horstmann
The Hunken Family
Kitty Bliss and Jerry James
The Jaworski Family
Anna and Jeff Jaymont
Eva Chin and Peter Jenson
Layla and Thomas Jirgal
Leslie Fung and Michael Johnson
Richard Jones
Elizabeth and Thomas Joyce
Erin and Adam Kelly
Lisa and John Kinzelberg
Suzanne and Dan Kipp
The Knigge Family
The Ko Family
Trisha and John Kocanda

Erin and Joseph Kraft
The Kramer Family
The LaFevers Family
Lauren and Russell LeBoyer
Leah Wolff and Zach Lipp
Dawn and H. John Livingston
Amy and Jason Lockefeer
Christine and Daniel Lutz
Kristen and Matt Lutz
The MacNally Family
Angie and Tim Madigan
Leslie and Daniel Maguire
Alexis and Ryan Malayter
Edward Lawrence Marut
Blakely and CT Marx
Sarah and Oren Matteson
Lindsay and Eric Maurer
Sandra and Andrew McCausland
The McCaw Family 
Sara and Adam McClain
Kathleen McDonough
Kim and Brandon Meardon
Betsy and Bill Meuer
Meghan and Andrew Miller
Katie and Corey Minturn
Christine and Jeffrey Morse
Diana and John Moustoukas
Courtney Holohan Mueller and  
 Wesley Mueller
Robin and Paul Mulvaney
Katie and Patrick Murphy
John B. Nanninga
Jess and John Newell
Julie and Chris Nilan
Ellie and Kyle O’Donnell
Melanie and Sanjay Panchal
The Quintana Family 
Megan and Richard Ratke
The Renaghan Family
Margaret and Troy Reynolds
Lizabeth and David Riggs
Beth and Tim Ring
Nicole and David Roberts
Laura C. Roche
Gabrielle and Jonathan Root
Stevie and David Rush
Rory Hackbarth and  
 Matthew Sanderson
Amanda and Scott Sasse
Janeen and Rex Savage
Danielle and Lewis Schoenwetter
Rachel and Kurt Schulenburg 
Aileen and Frank Scommegna
The Seeman Family
Danielle and Ashish Seth
Erinn and Michael Sharov
Missy and Phillip Shinall
Rachel and William Silva
The Simpson Family
Sarah and Brett Sims
Lianne and Harry Sinclair
The Slaven Family
Sonja and Curtis Smith
Ann and John Snyder
The Stepan Family 
Mira and Rainer Struck
Marie and Steve Sullivan
Ashley and Sean Sutphen 
Katie and Mike Then
Stephanie and Arthur Tokarczyk
The Towne Family
Bonnie and Ryan Tripton
Melisa and Chase Twomey
Peter Tyor
Chrissie and Joe Walker
Carrie and Wesley Waterston
Laura and Tom Weidaw
Sandy and Greg Welch
Lucie and James White
The Wicklin Family
Allison and Kurt Wiese
Stacey and Peter Wilson
Liz and Max Winemiller
Betsy and Tim Womack
Michelle and Andy Worth
Gowoon and William Yoon
Idyth and Jay Zimbler

Thank You to Our Donors!
Up to $99
Amy and Rick Achilles
Laura and Thomas Ahlering
Anna and Ryan Anderson
Anna and Paul Armsby
Courtney and Cory Ballantini
Elizabeth and Michael Burke
Jessica and Mat Cashman
Claudia and Gregory Cesca
Angela and Ryan Close
Cindy and Ross Collins
Ashley and Jeffrey Colombo
Carrie and John Compall
Rebecca and Matthew Curry-Edwards
The Devron Family
Annie and Brian Doll
Gina and Chris Dwyer
Peter and Ceylan Eatherton
Nina and Tom Eilers
Ren and Tony Fata
Jen and Chris Felderman
Mike and Molly Foster
Angela and Khalid Ghantous
Michele and Stephan Giczewski
Natalie and Andrew Hamm
Kristen and David Hemmings
Hanna Szekely and Szilard Hermann
Karen and Jeff Hojnacki
Susan and Harris Jackson
Amy and Christopher Kay
The Kunkle Family
Sarah and Gaby Levi
Sandy and Jack Levin
Lauren and Scott Lewis
The Lohmeier Family
Amy and Steve Maciejewski
Joscelyn and Terrence MacKay
Tara and Sylvan Maher
The Mas Family
Justin and Amy Miller
Holly and Rick Miller
Lori Miralles
Renee and Jeffrey Mulder
The Neal Family
Beth and Garett Nesbitt
Brenna and John Nichols
The Nickle Family 
The Nielsen Family
Lauren and Ryan Osborn
Christina and Vincent Pelleriti
The Reis Family
Sarah and Andrew Root
The Sanderson Family
Yanina and Ivan Savchenko
Gina Adduci and Jonah Siegellak
Nancy and Tom Silberman
Jenny and David Tucker
Ashlea and David Varca
Colleen and James Walker
Kari and Matt Wendt
Kristen Hayes and Timothy Wiley

In Honor Of
Barb Caines (Carleton Washburne)
Duke Dellin
Elizabeth and Violet
Fay Hartog-Levin
Laura Lieberman (Greeley)
Missy Parks (Crow Island)
Eva Petersen (Crow Island)
Aileen Scommegna (Greeley)
Mr. Herbert Sieck
Team Possibility (Carleton Washburne)
Martha Towne
Stacey Wellman (Greeley)
Lynn White (Hubbard Woods)
Meg Zuehl (Carleton Washburne)

In Memory Of
Sheila Medow
Leonard Roberts

Matching Donors
William Blair and Company  
 Matching Gifts Fund
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Katharine Altholz 
Kelly Azim 
Jill Banfield 
Sheila Canmann 
Carolyn Clark 
Lizzie Donnelly 
Rinne Evans 
Lisa Farrell 
Mary Freeburg 

Anne Hemmings 
Anna Jaymont  
Kate MacNally 
Jessica Magliaro 
Kristin Mahr 
Julie McCauley 
Colleen Miczek 
Maria Shideler 
Lindsay Shull 

Heather Stepan 
Alex Van Beek 
Melanie Walsh 
Stephanie Wheat 
Stephanie Whitney 
Claire Winnard  
Carolyn Withey 
Amanda Zick

Ex-Officio 
Administrators  
Kelly Tess 
Brad Goldstein 
Becky Mathison

School Board  
Alyssa Rapp

Graphic Design  
Anne Bahan Design

Website Support 
Denise Ingram

2022-2023 WPSF Board of Directors
Co-Chairs 
Kate Kligora and Jeannine Vender

WPSF

CROW ISLAND 
A new inventory of sensory materials  
for classrooms give students a holistic  
opportunity for more structured and  
frequent sensory breaks embedded  
within their classroom environment.

GREELEY 
A chick life cycle study, 
where Kindergarteners 
successfully raise chicks 
from eggs, helps children 
learn first-hand about life 
cycles, egg development, 
and taking care of another 
species. 

HUBBARD WOODS 
A large-scale loom for the 
art room, where up to eight 
students can work together 
to create tapestries, rugs and 
mats made from recycled 
T-shirts, enables students 
to master weaving so they 
can move to more advanced 
fiber skills.

THE SKOKIE SCHOOL
The creation of a more modern music room where  
students enhance their performance capabilities and  
learn many aspects of production, as well as develop life 
skills through the experience of persevering through 
the iterative process of practicing and learning.

CARLETON WASHBURNE 
The transformation of an underused computer 
lab into a dynamic, flexible multimedia space 
for learners to create projects such as podcasts, 
movies and digital art allows students to reach 
the next level of collaboration and creation. 

Current Teacher Initiative Grants

A few samples of the various grants students in each school are benefiting from this year.


