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dream bigger. 
achieve more.

WPSF grants in action, clockwise  
from top: a continuing commitment 
to support the science of reading; an 
enhanced kindergarten bird study; 
observing animal behavior at Lincoln 
Park Zoo; and creating music with 
artists in residence.



WPSF-funded teacher training is leading 
to challenging and exciting student-driven 
projects happening right now in Skokie and 
Washburne classrooms. 

“By allowing students to be creative problem 
solvers, instead of receiving information, they 
are the drivers of their learning,” says 6th 
grade language arts and social studies teacher 
Tip Walker. 

New this year, all Skokie students will take  
part in a project-based learning (PBL) expe-
rience during a skills cycle, and the district 
plans to have PBL projects fully embedded in 
the grade 5-8 curriculum by the end of the  
next school year. Your contributions enabled 
the foundation to fund $34,000 in training  
to support this PBL implementation. 

“The impact of the training has spread through-
out Skokie and Washburne,” says Patrick 
Dawson, director of innovation, teaching and 
learning for Winnetka Public Schools. “We’ve 

Why Is Project-Based Learning Important?

GRANT SPOTLIGHT

2022-2023 GRANT SUMMARY 2022-2023 WPSF FINANCIAL 
HIGHLIGHTS (unaudited)

July 2022-June 2023 

Donations Received $111,462
Fundraising and  
Administrative Expenses $  18,253
Disbursements to District 36 $110,009
 
July 2021-June 2022 

Donations Received $119,795
Fundraising and  
Administrative Expenses $  15,698
Disbursements to District 36 $106,000

Thanks to your generosity, WPSF awarded more than $110,000 in grants to foster innovation 
in District 36. Your contributions support a wide array of grants that help make our teachers,  
classrooms and schools operate at their very best and cultivate a love of learning in our  
students. These funds allow for exceptional grants and programming that exceed the  
District 36 budget and PTO contributions.

Students using 
rain suits funded 
by a WPSF grant.

Follow us on  
Instagram to see 
#grantsinaction.

Artists in Residence Grants 

$20,000 to bring artists,  
authors and experts into the  

five schools to promote a  
greater understanding  

of the arts

Summer Institute Grant 

$10,000 for professional      
 development for all teachers 

and staff in the district

Teacher Initiative Grants

$42,500 to support  
teacher-initiated  
programs innovating  
curriculum and  
learning in classrooms 
across all five schools

Core Plus Grants

$37,500 for teacher  
training and classroom  
pilot programs to further our  
commitment to the science of reading 
and project-based learning (PBL)

Classrooms of Meg Zuehl, Tip Walker and John Pappas.

likened the training of the staff last year as the 
spark, and this year is the wildfire.”

Students’ work on PBL projects supports their 
development of the competencies woven into 
Winnetka’s “Portrait of a Graduate,” preparing 
them for their next stages in life.

“As educators, we need to re-examine our  
approach to teaching in order to equip 
students with the skills that people are being 
asked to do in modern times,” says Washburne 
science teacher John Pappas. “PBL is an  
authentic approach to real life problem  
solving skills that require students to collab-
orate, research and integrate themselves in 
their community in a meaningful way.”

Stay tuned as WPSF follows a variety of these 
dynamic projects. The foundation will look  
at their reach within Skokie and Washburne 
and the impact they leave on students’  
learning experience.

Examples of just a few of these  
exciting and impactful projects: 
• What’s happening to Winnetka’s bee  

population? Led by science teacher  
Emily Berna, Washburne students  
researched the threats to bees,  
studied the local ecosystem and  
came up with solutions, presenting  
the results to parents. 

• How do you plan a vacation?  
Students in Meg Zuehl’s Washburne  
social studies class studied maps  
and topography to plan a trip for a 
family of four to a national park. They 
researched costs and logistics, creat-
ing a website as their final project. 

• What are new ideas for water  
conservation? Skokie students in John 
DeGiulio’s science class researched 
the environment and came up with 
concepts to conserve water, includ-
ing a design for a shower filter. They 
discussed the logistics of the idea  
with a plumber.



Donors July 2022-June 2023:
$5,000 and above
Kim and Patrick Ronan

$2,500 - $4,999
Abbie and Joe Papanicholas

$1,000 - $2,499
Lindsay and Ryan Anthony
Deirdre and Alex Campbell
Chloe and Michael Ciaglia
Liz and Paul Cushman
Paige and Joseph Dooley
Karen and Jim Frank
Coleen and Brian Gelber
Lauren and Michael Gordon
Sarah and Jonathan Graham
Patricia and William Hagenah
Meredith and Andrew Hwang
Amy and Dave Jennings
Megan and Adam Lively
Courtney and David Nelson
Yeming and Aaron Rankin
Emily and Peter Rose
The Segal Family
Maria and Jason Shideler
Alexandra and Jeremy Van Beek
Stephanie and Jon-Micheal Wheat

$500 - $999
Lisa and Gregory Ahern
Jenna Daugherty and Jeff Albers
Saboora and Basil Alsikafi
Katharine and Jamie Altholz
Anonymous
Kelly and Ali Azim
Laura and Matthew Barden
Rinad Beidas
Amy and Andrew Bluhm
Libby and John Bogosian
The Boulos Family
Thuong and Jeff Broaden
Kathy and Tim  Coleman
Katrina Giedt and Adam Crandall
Lizzie and Mark Donnelly
Lauren and Joshua Dupont
Leigh and Russell Dyer
Lisa and Jim Farrell
Mary and Christopher Freeburg
Emily Darby and Vk Gadi
The Hazday Family
Anne and James Hemmings
Merrill and Jed Hoyer
Liz Kohler
Fay and Daniel Levin
The Lutz Family
The Marzec Family
Sally and Robert McCann
Katherine and Raleigh McClayton
Courtney and KJ McConnell
Mary and John Mooney
Brittany and Tom Moore
Jen and Nick Morse
Cathy and Jim Nowacki
Katie and Brian O'Connor
Lejla and Amir Ovcina
Alyssa and Riley Quinn
Christine and Thomas Quinn
Julie and Donald Rocap
Ashley and Robert Scott
Brad Serot
Lindsay and Hunter Sharp
Kate Kligora and Scott Sognefest
Shannon and Tim Van Tassel
Jeannine and Todd Vender 
Leslie Weigandt
Megan and Nathan Winters
Carolyn and Bret Withey
Sarah and Kerry Wood

$250 - $499
The Acciavatti Family
Louisa and Chris Balach
Jill and Raymond Banfield
Jocko and Chuck Blair

The Bogusz Family
Anita and Chris Bohn
The Brooks Family
Natalie and Robert Burkart
Abby and Jeff Burtelow
Sheila and David Canmann
The Chudgar Family
Carolyn and Ryan Clark
Amy and Anthony Conversa
Melissa and Scott Corley
The Cullen Family
Lindsay and Timothy Cwick
Kristen and Ryan Dennis
Corinne and Andrew Evans
The Farashahi Family
Lee and Luke Figora
Jodi and Jeremy Fiser
The Fitzpatrick Family
Katie Flanigan
The Forsberg Family 
Liz and Jake Gantz
Lindsay and Matthew Garrison
Jessalyn and Craig Garvey
Laura and Jason Glick
Gina and Jeffrey Gooden
Lauren and Jacob Hamlin
Mary and Peter Himes
Justine and David Hourihane
Leslie Fung and Michael Johnson
The Junker Family
Carla Kahler
Jennifer and John Karp
The Kastelic Family
Judy and John P. Keller
Katie and Jeff King
Lisa and John Kinzelberg
Lisa and Bill Kohr
Katherine and Craig Kopkash
Courtney and Brent Kozel
Katherine and Jay Laabs
Emily and Michael LaMonica
Josh Lesnik
Ali and Todd Linehan
Kristin and Christopher Mahr
Elizabeth and Edward Maier
The Manhoff Family 
Kathryn and Tim Martin
The Marx Family 
The Mazur Family 
Julie and Mike McCauley
Nancy Davis and Stuart McCrary
Colleen and Nikolai Miczek
The Morris Family
Courtney and Wes Mueller
Julie and Chris Nilan
Andrew Offenbacher
Marina Punda
The Quintana Family 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark and Shawna Radzik
Allison and Seth Reatherford
Meshelle and Joshua Rich
Nicole and David Roberts
The Ryan Family
Amand and Scott Sasse
Audra and Kyle Schlegel
Emily and Owen Schnaper
Allison and Bill Schumacher
Leigh and Pete Sears
Lindsay and Jeremy Shull
Rachel Silva
Kelly Simmers
Katie and Rutledge Smith
The Smyth Family
Heather and Rich Stepan
The Strange Family
Sarah and Sam Tegel  
Patti and Brian Van Cleave
Melanie and Michael Walsh
Meaghan and Alan Weed
Stephanie and Joe Whitney 
The Willer Family
Erin and Eric Wilson
Claire and Doug Winnard
Emilee and Brian Wolfe
Irene and Robert Zmudka
 

$100 - $249
Rachel and Peter Allport
Sarah and Matthew Alshouse
The Anderson Family
The Andreasen Family
Anonymous
Anonymous
Dayanne and Fabio Vidal Armaganijan
The Ayerza Family
Anne and Chris Babick
Christie and Matt Baker
Jennifer and Cass Baker
Katherine and Terence Banich
Elizabeth and James Bauman
Cassandra Bayna
Frankie Beardslee
Janet and Eric Beatty
Kelly S. Beck
The Beckstedt Family
Jacqueline and Brady Blackett
Jessica and Frank Bluebond-Langner
The Bonamarte Family
Kristina Bornhoeft
Nikki and Evan Brainerd
The Brewster Family
Anne and Scott Brown
Katie Buckley
Ryan and Gregory Buhl
Stacy and Charles Burgoon
Liz and Michael Burke
Allison and Bennet Butler
Rob Calia
The Campitelli Family
Susan and Michael Canmann
Betty Carbol
Sandra and Kevin Carlson
Maxie and Swope Clarke
The Coldagelli Family 
Kelly and Patrick Conway
Teri and Colin Cross
Heather and Hunter Davis
Julia and Ted DeNapoli
The Douglass Family 
Lauren and Ryan Dwyer
Anne and David Easthope
Ceylan and Peter Eatherton
Meredith and Scott Engstrom
Sonia and Mike Esler
Cheryl and Geoffrey Evert
The Fata Family
Hilary and Greg Fedorinchik
Kemper and Todd Florin
Deidre and Bill Franklin
Anna and Chad Gardner
Jaime and David Garrigus
Georgia and Thomas Garvey
Angela and Khalid Ghantous
Cari and Eric Gold
Ingrid Anderson and Harry Grace
Liza and Eric Gravengaard
Robyn and David Grossberg
Wendy and Scott Grossman
Karen and Krzysztof Halasz
Cat and Brandon Hardy
Kim and Thomas Hargis
Amy and Evan Harwood
The Heaton Family
Emily and Andrew Heinlein
Stephanie and Pat Heraty
Hanna Szekely and Szilard Hermann
The Hole Family 
Cynthia Rapp and Andrew Hopkins
The Horstmann Family 
The Hunken Family
Kathleen and James Jaworski
Anna and Jeff Jaymont
Valeria Pileggi and Mauricio Jenkins
Layla Danley and Thomas Jirgal
Richard T. Jones
Elizabeth and Thomas Joyce
Courtney and Matthew Juedes
Iphigeneia Karavites
Jaime and Scott Kemper
The Kerns Family
Junghan Kim
Jessica and Darren Kirby
The Kramer Family

The LaFevers Family 
The Lang Family
Lizzie Leopold 
Leah Wolff and Zach Lipp
Amy and Jason Lockefeer
The Lohmeier Family
Carrie Lowecki
Joscelyn and Terrence MacKay
The MacNally Family
Sonia Madden
Angie and Tim Madigan
Jessica and Gabriel Magliaro
Leslie and Daniel Maguire
Tara and Sylvan Maher
Alexis and Ryan Malayter
Nancy and James Marcus
Sarah and Peter Martay
Ester Fernandez Ramirez and Josep Mas Pujol 
Courtney and John Mathy
Lindsay and Eric Maurer
Karle and James McLaughlin
Jennifer and Ryan McManus
The McQueen Family
The Meister Family
Betsy and Bill Meuer
Jeffrey Miller
Katie and Corey Minturn
Nicole and David Mooney
The Mordini Family
Alyssa Rapp and Hal Morris
Renee and Jeffrey Mulder
Jessica and John Newell
Aidin Norton and Family
Abigail and Conor O'Brien
Inna Olesnycky
Lauren and Ryan Osborn
Katy Pankau
Natasha and Mark Patla
Nancy Jaffee and William Patterson
Natalie and Nick Patterson
Laura Pehoski
The Pelleriti Family
Kathy Perry
The Plumptons 
Megan and Richard Ratke
Meredith Renaghan
Lizabeth Riggs
Beth and Timothy Ring
Sarah and Andrew Root
Sunny and Tom Russell 
Rory Hackbarth and Matthew Sanderson
The Schoenwetter Family 
Denise and Dobson Schofield
Rachel and Kurt Schulenberg
Laura Senner
Christy Shafer
Erinn and Michael Sharov
The Shinall Family
Sarah and Brett Sims
Kate and Matthew Sivard
The Slaven Family
Sonja and Curtis Smith
Elizabeth Stamos
Marie and Stephen Sullivan
Wei Xue and Xiaorui Sun
Ashley and Sean Sutphen
Chrissy and Aaron Taylor
Katie and Mike Then
Heidi Thornton
Stephanie and Arthur Tokarczyk
The Twomey Family
Sarah and Ryan Vaile
Elizabeth and Luis Vegas
Chrissie and Joe Walker
Joanne and Benjamin Wallace
Bill Walsh
Laura and Wesley Ward
Carrie and Wesley Waterston
Laura and Tom Weidaw
Andrea White
Lucie White
Jane and Lawson Whitesides
Sara and Ben Whiting 
Allison and Kurt Wiese
Stacey and Peter Wilson
Liz and Max Winemiller
Betsy and Tim Womack

Olga and Seth Yohalem
Gowoon Lee and William Yoon
The Zandpour Family
Lynn and Keith Zaransky
Amanda and Sean Zick
Idyth and Jay Zimbler
The Zuehl Family

Up to $99
The Anderson Family
Anonymous
Anna and Paul Armsby
Alexis and Mark Baby
Courtney Ballantini
The Blum Family
Stuart Bradley
Jessica Nixon Cashman
Claudia and Gregory Cesca
Colean and Walter Cody
Ashley Colombo
The Decker Family
Natalie and Josh Earnest
Caitlin and Peter Eck
Marisa Ellis
Karin and Nicholas Fink
Kate Fortman
Emily Gronlie
Mary Beth and Christopher Harlin
The Hartvigsen Family
Melece Hernandez
Karen and Jeff Hojnacki
Sean Huss
Susan and Harris Jackson
Peter Jensen
Shilpa and Jess Knigge
Lauren and Scott Lewis
Christine and Daniel Lutz
Anne and Joseph Madden
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Marut
Karah and John McGeown
Kimberly and Mark Melancon
Amy and Justin Miller
The Miller Family
Caroline and Andrew Molloy
Jennifer Stephan and Curt Mueller
Beth Nesbitt
The Nichols Family 
Lori and Mike Nielsen
Melanie and Sanjay Panchal
Aileen Paszek
The Plahn Family
The Reis Family
Becky and Richard Sanderson
Kathryn and Philip Sheridan
Joanna and Erick Taft
The Tavakoli Family
Kristi Tough 
Jennifer Tucker
Peter Tyor
Melissa Vincent
Allison and Daniel Waltz

In Honor Of
Allison Affrunti (Hubbard Woods)
Deb Ambrose (Crow Island)
Barb Caines (Washburne)
Victor Cooper (Washburne)
Eve Creelman (Crow Island)
Lillian Johnston (Crow Island)
Kathy Lee (Hubbard Woods)
Luke Livingston (Crow Island)
Melissa Mansfield (Hubbard Woods)
Byrd Rhyne (Hubbard Woods)
Kate Rosinski (Hubbard Woods)
Carrie Winter (substitute teacher)
Krista Wray (Hubbard Woods)
Team Possibility (Washburne)

In Memory Of
Dr. Donald Monroe

Matching Donors
Goldman Sachs Matching Gift Program
Google
Vanguard Charitable
William Blair and Company Matching  
 Gifts Fund

Thank You to 
Our Donors!

The Winnetka Public Schools Foundation (WPSF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
volunteer organization that works to enhance and enrich the educational
mission of Winnetka District 36 beyond the means of conventional public  
tax funding and PTO contributions. We are supported by your generous 
donations to help make our district a leader in educational excellence.

“The financial support of WPSF has allowed me to support my students in honoring  
their voices and desires to establish an inclusive and engaging environment.  
We have been able to purchase new furniture that supports flexible grouping,  
games to enhance team building and communication skills and 3D pens to  
model our ideas.”  — Marla Goldberg, Skokie 6th grade teacher

HOW YOUR DONATIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE



SAVE THE DATES!  Carlson Event - January 30, 2024    |    Phone-A-Thon - March 10, 2024

Winnetka Public  
Schools Foundation

P.O. Box 97 
Winnetka, IL 60093

How does Winnetka Public Schools  
Foundation (WPSF) support District 36? 
Winnetka Public Schools has enjoyed a  
historically supportive partnership 
with WPSF, directly benefiting from the 
foundation’s support to help further the 
mission and vision of the district.  

How do teacher grants support  
progressive education?  
While we are fortunate to be able to 
resource our teachers with so much of 
what they need to do their jobs best, there 
are times when they may have an idea for 
something new they'd like to try, something 
that wasn’t accounted for in our regular 
budgeting. When this happens, teachers 
have the opportunity to apply for a grant 
with WPSF, further supporting our joint 
endorsement of instructional design that 
promotes experiential and immersive 
learning opportunities. 

Can you share an example of a recent  
grant and its direct impact on learning?  
While the district worked to plan for large-
scale professional development and a K-8 
literacy curriculum review, the foundation 

was able to provide funding for teachers 
with a readiness to make shifts in their 
classroom libraries consistent with what 
they had been learning about reading 
instruction. This is a great example of the 
partnership between the district and the 
foundation and the direct way in which 
these funds support our work as educators. 

Can you share some examples of WPSF-
funded initiatives that have become  
vital parts of the district?   
WPSF has successfully supported so many  
projects and efforts over the years that 
are the result of our teachers’ dedicated, 
innovative approach to instructional design. 
Some projects that were once grants are 
now assumed, budgeted-for standards 
in our district, like instructional coaching 
(the science coach was once funded by the 
foundation) and the Preventing the Summer 
Slide Reading Program, which will be 
assumed by the district's budget. 

What makes a grant a success?   
Honestly, the greatest success is measured 
by the experience it provides our students.  
When children go home and excitedly share 

how they spent their morning observing 
baby chicks emerge from their eggs or 
working with a small group of students 
to weave fabric on a giant loom, it’s 
evident that the teacher has created an 
environment and learning experience with 
high engagement, interest and accessibility. 
Those alone are outstanding indicators 
that the grant has been a success. Then, 
when we see teachers in other classrooms 
or buildings requesting funding for a similar 
project, we know that the idea has scale and 
is a viable undertaking for the district. 

Why is innovation important in  
education?   
To innovate is to ideate, and to ideate 
means you are cognitively engaged and 
thinking creatively. These are critical 
components to instructional design and 
elements we specifically seek in progressive 
education. They promote engagement 
among our students, and engagement 
increases the likelihood of retention and 
comprehension. WPSF helps to support the 
creative and innovative instructional design 
our teachers work so hard to embed in the 
learning experience.

Portrait of a Partnership: 
Superintendent Dr. Kelly Tess sheds light on  
the 28-year collaboration between District 36  
and the Winnetka Public Schools Foundation

Your support helps foster innovation in District 36!
“WPSF has an incredible influence on developmental education in D36 schools, 

which is why I continue to donate, even though my children graduated years ago. 
My favorite initiatives are the teacher grants, which allow our excellent faculty 
to dream big and receive support for wonderfully rich programming.”    
— Paige Dooley, WPSF donor

Learn more 
at wpsf.org

Co-Chairs 
Heather Stepan 
Stephanie Whitney 

 
Interested in joining  
the WPSF board?  
Email info@wpsf.org 

2023-2024 WPSF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Photography  
Kate Hughes

Graphic Design
Anne Bahan Design

Website Support 
Denise Ingram

Katharine Altholz
Saboora Alsikafi
Kelly Azim
Jill Yavitt Banfield
Liz Bauman
Carolyn Clark
Lejla Delic-Ovcina
Lizzie Donnelly
Kemper Florin

Mary Freeburg
Anna Jaymont
Kate MacNally
Jessica Magliaro
Kristin Mahr
Julie McCauley
Colleen Miczek
Lauren Osborn
Chrissy Pelleriti

Yeming Rankin
Rori Sani
Maria Shideler
Lindsay Shull
Melanie Walsh
Stephanie Wheat
Claire Winnard
Jeannine Vender
Amanda Zick

Ex-Officio  
Administrators
Kelly Tess
Brad Goldstein
Becky Mathison

School Board
Alyssa Rapp


